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元 。最後 ,葎生以遠遠高於倍債的二百高美元成交 ,其 中的競投過

程高潮迭起 ,足 以拍成一部緊張束1激的電影 。

窪生向我 lF3梶梶道末菅年拍賣會的情況 ,把我 lF5帯 到営天的現

場 。“為了避免引起大多廻響 ,我決定留在香港 ,譲太大和我的助手出

席拍賣會 ," 窪生説道 。“営時準備出席那場拍賣會的中國行家有四
五十位 ,他佃都封那件拍賣品感興趣 。但是 ,他佃都知道我個的名費和

末意 ,明白到我lF鴨彼難被撃敗 ,於是在開拍前的幾小時 ,他 lF5主動向

我太太提出合作協議 ,同意大家之間不會互相競投 ,成交後拍品辮會共

同分享 。這意味著離像硝後落含被出告以分螢利潤 ,這是我不想要的東

西 。但是為了避免矛盾 ,我同意把此協議的上限定在八十高美金 ,換句

話説 ,営競投日1債超過這個敷目時 ,大家就各自為政 。"

25年末在古玩行業打渡 ,見過無敷世面的窪健民知道 ,這件拍品

的最後成交債牌會和拍賣行的倍債有相営大的距離 。而他己笹有心理

準備即使再高債 ,也要把離像投到 。

果然 ,在 開拍之後的一分二十秒内 ,八十高美元的阻力位己経沖

破 。幾個小時前商訂的臨時協議即時無数 ,各人進入公平競賽 。

僅僅二十秒過後 ,一百高美元口‖慣聾起 ,現場即時響起一陣獣呼

聾和掌聾 。誰知競賽到此只是到了中場 。又再過了漫長的両分鐘 ,程

生経助手以電話投注口‖出二百萬美元的競投慣 ,現場再次引套新一輪

更激烈的掌馨 。在没有更進一歩出債的情況下 ,拍賣官一錘定音 ,窪

生終於如願以償 ,投得這件心愛費物 。

程生的策略得到了回報 。透過助手作電話競投今他避免在現場典

其他競投者正面交鋒 ,而他不惜代債要投得此重要珍品的氣派更加深

了他在行業中領頭人的地位 。葎生最後付給奥克蘭拍賣行二百二十三

高五千美元 ,亦 即時以一千七百八十高港元投得此唐英壽山石離像 。

我lFI去年訪問他時 ,正値香港國際古玩展之際 , 這是一場由他
於2003年 創丼的年度展覧 。這件離像藝術品就放畳在展覧會的正中 ,

成為大會的焦諮 。展覧場刊也都以官的照片為封面 。営程生向我偶分

享了這段驚瞼刺激的競投過程後 ,他満意地説 ,錢花得猥俸 他重申

能狗在這個場合展示唐英這様一位影響深遠的藝術大師的作品賞在非

常有意義 。

面向中國的藝術品桐宙

我和麗健民第一次會面剛好是20年前的事 ,記得営時正是香港即落回

齢中國的敷天前 。那天我佃末到了他在荷李活道的古玩店 ,請他分享

封未末的憧憬 。他面上掛著那招牌式的燦爛笑容 ,告訴我 l「5他封香港

的未末充満信心 ,甚至期待香港能狗透過和祖國的更緊密開係為本地

的企業創造更多的商機 。

二十年後的今天 ,他認為自己所取得的成就和他営年的願景息息

相開 。

“1996年 ,在香港主権即膳移交前的一年 ,大大和我決定在北京

購畳物業 ,正彰顧我 l「5営時封未末的柴観態度 。"窪生接著道出男一

件封他人生影響非常大的決定 : “我報讀了北京大學的考古學課程 ,

這一決定改愛了我的人生 。在接著下末的四年 ,我 穿俊於香港和北京

雨地 ,一邊上課 ,一邊纏績経営公司的生意 。雖然彼不容易 ,即使是

在2003年 SARS爆螢期間 ,我依然堅持奔走雨地 。不過 ,我真的彼享

受那四年的時光 。

在同一時期 ,雇健民認識了中國著名的電視主持人王剛 。不久就

被趣加入北京電視合一個日‖“天下lli蔵 "的節日倣嘉賓主持 。内容是

要鑑別参加者帯上末節目的物品究党是真古董還是贋品 ,葎生興其他

MACAUCLOSER com

another black and white figure in the Forbidden City in Beijing. He is the

great master of Chinese porcelain. Without him the porcelain industry

would not have had the importance it had in the Qing Dynasty."

The piece depicts a smiling Tang Ying wearing a robe with

an embroidered dragon, surrounded by five young men and with

inscriptions of three poems on a high relief composed of rocks. Held at

auction in 2013 by an antique dealer in Oakland, California - brought

there by a nurse who for many years cared for a former US diplomatic

representative in China - the piece was valued between US$100,000 and

US$150,000. Chak eventually bought it for US$2 million, after a run-up

and a bidding war worthy of a thriller film.

"To avoid being affected by emotion, I decided to stay in Hong Kong

and sent my wife and one of my assistants to the auction," Chak explains.

"There were between 40 and 50 Chinese collectors there and they all had

an interest in that piece. But, knowing our reputation, they realized that we

would be hard to beat, so a few hours before the start of the auction they

proposed a pact with my wife to share in the flnancial takings of the piece.

Now this would mean that the piece would later be sold for distribution

of profits, and that was something I didnt want. To avoid being accused

ofliability for not having an agreement, I suggested that we should share

the piece only if it was auctioned for an amount equal to or less than

US$800,000. Above thatvalue, each one was on his own."

The gamble involved fewer risks than may appear on the surface.

With more than 25 years of experience in the antique business and

in auction visits, Chak was confident that, despite the auctioneer's

assessment of relatively modest numbers, the piece would be sold at a

very high price. And, yes, he was prepared to pay it.

Within one minute and 20 seconds of the start of the auction, the

US$800,000 barrier was exceeded. Undoing the improvised consortium

arranged hours earlier. From that moment on, it was fair game.

Iust 20 seconds later, an offer of US$l million was heard - an offer

underscored with cheers and applause from the audience. But events had

only reached the halfiaray mark. It would take another two long minutes

and a telephone call ftom Chak's assistant to reach the US$2 million mark

giving rise to a new round of applause, which doubled in intensity when,

without further bids making themselves heard, the hammer slammed

dornrn on the auctioneer's table.

Chak's strategy had paid off Not only had some of his competitors

become isolated and therefore weakened, bidding by telephone through

his assistant hid him from the others in the room, and the fact that he

was willing to go to the end set him in a league of his ou,rr. Once the bid

was cleared by the Oakland auction house, Chak paid US$2.35 million,

equivalent 17.8 million patacas.

Money well spent, he says. Last year, when we interviewed him,

the piece was on display to the public at the Hong Kong International

Antiques Fair (arr event he has been organizing since 2008), at the centre

of attention: not only did TangYing's piece occupy the central pavilion

of the fair, as illustrated on the cover of the exhibition catalogue, it was

also the theme of one of the seminars at the event. Chak is consistent in

his emphasis that the work of the great Chinese master had never before

received such an important tribute at an event of that nature.
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″
ln/HEN ISAW IT FOR THE FIRST TIME′ ITHOUGHT TO MYSELF:IHAVE TO HAVEl■ NO MAπ ERヽハ/HAT PR CE ITllViLL BE TO LEAVE
TO MY GRANDCH LDREN AND MY GREAT GRANDCHlLDREN′ ′

程健民12歳時 ,父親決定率家搬往香港以固有更大的螢展機争

可惜家族生意没落 ,父親更加病倒了 。従澳門帯過末的古董都被愛賣

得七七八八了 。為了鷲補家計 ,窪健民15歳就綴學出来打工 。彼快他

就認識了従事古董生意的貴應豪師博 ,従此展開了他在這個行業的生

涯 。1974年 ,他第一次随貴師博去倫敦出席一個藝術博覧會 ,自 此窪

健民就経常走遍世界各地去捜羅古董 。

“我喜歓展覧多於拍賣會"葎健民向我佃透露 。“雖然都是尋賓
遊戯 ,但在拍賣會上 ,体喜数―件物件未必意味著祢能擁有他 ,因為祢

要和其他封手競手 。在展覧會上 ,只要称喜数 ,経過討債還債之後 ,祢

就可以把物品買走 。除此之外 ,展覧也都是一個文化交流的好地方 。所

以 ,我考慮了彼長時間之後決定要把這様的展覧帯到香港 。"

峯辮香港古玩展的決定和他自己古董生意的演愛息息相開 。自他

於1988年在荷李活道開店到香港回蹄前 ,他的客戸中枯了6000是末 自
香港本地的牧蔵家 ,其餘為外國買家 。今天 ,他公司7000的 客戸末自

中国大陸 。這也見證了十年前菅他決定睾丼這種國際性的古玩展時 ,

市場的條件己経成熟 。

“中國内地的富裕一族開始封古董感興趣 ,而西方人也希望可以

在香港接燭到中國的買家 。於是我佃就起到橋探的作用 。“

毎年的這場古玩展都匿集了近百個展位 ,展商有末自香港本地和

中国大陸的古董商 ,也都有越末越多的外國展商参展 。雇氏有限公司
的 “永費齋"占 据展会的正中位置 ,展 出有宋朝皇帝的盗器以及明清
吋期的玉器 竹ヽ器和資器等 。毎件都是精心炊世界各地捜夢得来的稀

有珍品 。

古董藝術品市場近年的交易額屡倉J天債 。早在2005年 ,裡健民就

曽以一億一千五百四十高港元投得一件18世紀乾隆皇御製的花瓶 ,営

時就改篤了亜洲軍件藝術品的最高成交償 ,同 時刷新了全球清代金器

的最高拍賣慣 。

MACA∪CLOSER com

A FAIR TRADE

William Chak inherited from his father, an immigrant from
Shandong province, a taste for antiquities, which he invariably
collected in garbage dumps, wandering through the streets of the city
of Macau, then a Portuguese colony. Over the years, young William
became accustomed to seeing these pieces being exchanged for money
whenever the family's needs made it necessary, something that ended
up marking him forever.

The family moved to Hong Kong in the late 1960s, when Chak was
12 years old. A vendor of Portuguese-style lace linen, his father planned
to take advantage of the largest oppoftunities in the British colony to
date, but the change coincided with a serious illness that prevented him
from continuing to work. Chak had to leave his studies to help support
the family, and, unsurprisingly, it was in an antiquary that he got one of
his first jobs. In 1974, he accompanied his boss, Master Wong, to an art
fair in London for the first time. And since then he has never stopped
travelling around the world looking for old pieces at the best prices.

"I like fairs more than auctions," he confides. "In both cases, it,s like
being part of a treasure hunt. But in auctions, the fact that you like a
piece does not mean that you can have it; you have to compete with
other participants. At fairs, if you like a piece you can immediatelyleave
with it, after some negotiation. And beyond that, they are venues of
great cultural interchange. And thatt why I thought for a long time that
it would be great to bring these kinds of fairs to Hong Kong."

The evolution of his antiques business was decisive in the decision
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